[Comparison of 3 antibiotics, cefaclor, josamycin and penicillin V in the treatment of acute throat infections. A multicenter study: 581 cases].
Five hundred and eighty one patients, both adults and children, of either sex, with acute throat infections, with or without associated pharyngitis, were randomized into three groups comparable as to age, general condition and temperature before treatment, previous infectious episodes, history of allergy and underlying conditions. Cefaclor was administered to the first group (C), josamycin to the second group (J) and penicillin V to the third group (V); duration of therapy was practically the same, respectively 8.41, 8.20 and 8.14 days. Concurrent administration of paracetamol was allowed and was comparable for all three groups. Response was assessed on the basis of clinical criteria only, including onset of apyrexia in particular. In group C apyrexia was obtained within 48 hours or less in 54.4% of the patients versus 35.7% only in Group J (p less than 0.001) and 41.5% in group V (p less than 0.02). Onset of overall clinical improvement was 3 days or less in 69.5% of the patients receiving C versus 50.3% for those receiving J (p less than 0.001) and 57.2% for those receiving V (p less than 0.02). Adverse reactions were significantly more frequent in the josamycin group (p less than 0.001) and penicillin group (p less than 0.05) than in the cefaclor group. The most common type of adverse reactions was gastrointestinal upsets in the josamycin (43/49) and the cefaclor group (9/10) and skin reactions in the penicillin group (9/20).